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Pilipinas Shell Foundation Inc. (PSFI) has always been dedicated
to helping Filipinos through various projects and initiatives.
At a time when some might find the future unclear, PSFI’s
goal to empower local communities continues. With the
help of various partners and community members, PSFI has
taken action to help Filipinos all over the country through
meaningful and sustainable programs.
Through big and small efforts, together, we are able to
help communities, uplift lives, and provide opportunities
for Filipinos to succeed.
That said, PSFI is delighted to share with its valuable
partners in change MILESTONES: PSFI Newsletter
This publication features inspiring people, positive impact,
and innovative and sustainable programs that promote
hope and progress to help move the #FilipinoForward.
Sama-samang pagtulong, sabay-sabay na pagsulong.
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3,500 Test Kits donated to Rizal Province

W

hen COVID-19 continued to surge in the
first quarter, the whole country found itself
once again on lockdown, exhausting resources from the big hospitals to smaller provincial
health units. One of the most affected areas in
the country was Rizal Province. According to the
Department of Health, as of March 25, 2021,
Rizal ranked as the third province with the highest number of cases in CALABARZON.
The overwhelming surge of cases resulted in a
shortage of testing kits in Rizal, making it harder
for the medical frontliners to diagnose suspected
COVID cases.

Aligned with the needs of our communities, we launch
meaningful projects that support the general public and
deepen our relationship with our stakeholders.
3,500 Test Kits donated to Rizal Province
PSFI facilitates Shell-GK Libjo Relief Operations
Pilipinas Shell Inaugurates Import Facility in Tabangao
PSFI’s Social Programs Continue With Communities in TALIM Batangas
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Provincial Health Officer Dr. Iluminado A. Victoria, and Provincial Administrator Joseph G.
Cenidoza.

We are here to ensure that our
current programs and future
projects are well-sustained by
equipping our health partners
with the primary necessities
needed to serve Filipinos better.

In response to this, Pilipinas Shell Foundation Inc.
(PSFI), in partnership with Shell Philippines Exploration B.V. (SPEX) and the Department of Energy
(DOE) donated 3,500 antigen COVID test kits on
March 24, 2021.

As an advocate for health and safety in the country, PSFI is hopeful that this donation can help
save lives and ultimately help move the Philippines forward in the fight against COVID-19.

The turnover ceremony was attended by PSFI Executive Director Sebastian Quiniones, SPEX Vice
President for External Relations Serge Bernal, External Relations Manager Paulo Gavino, Logistics
Officer Athon Cabugayan, and Energy Secretary
Alfonso Cusi. The test kits were turned over to
Rizal Vice Governor Dr. Reynaldo San Juan Jr.,

PSFI Executive Director, Sebastian Quiniones, Jr.
adds, “We are here today to ensure that our current programs and future projects are well-sustained by equipping our health partners with the
primary necessities needed to serve Filipinos better, most especially as we go through the second
wave of this pandemic.”

COMMUNITY
RELATIONS

Relief operations for GK Libjo, Batangas City
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PSFI facilitates Shell-GK Libjo
Relief Operations
uper Typhoon Rolly, known internationally as
typhoon Goni, hit the shores of the Philippines
in late 2020. Ranked as the 7th most destructive storm to hit the Philippines (as of November
2020), the storm damaged houses and displaced
many families in the country.

S

PSFI coordinated with the key officials for the
distribution, spearheaded the purchase of relief
goods, and handled logistics. The operation took
place last March 2021 and protocols were observed to ensure the health and safety of everyone who was present.

Among these families are the residents of ShellGK Libjo. Most of these households were forced
to evacuate at the height of the typhoon when
the outpouring of rain caused a nearby river to
overflow, resulting in damaged houses and loss
of personal belongings.

On behalf of the community, Boyet Cusi,
President of GK Libjo, expressed their gratitude to
PSFI and Phil Star Development Bank “Taos-puso
ang aming pasasalamat sa Shell Foundation at
Phil Star Development Bank sa donation na ito.”

79 families were affected, dealing with their
losses and the effects of the pandemic at the
same time.
In a delightful turn of events, Phil Star Development Bank selected and requested Shell-GK
Libjo as the recipient of their donation. This provided nutritious family food packs and hygiene
kits to the 79 households.
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The donor’s generous donation helped the
residents cope and continue to rebuild amidst
ongoing situations. “Malaki ang maitutulong nito
sa sambahayan ng GK Libjo kung saan marami pa rin ang nagsisimula pa lang muli mula
sa pag-subok na naidulot ng bagyong Rolly at
maging nitong COVID-19. Maraming salamat
po.” Cusi adds.

Pilipinas Shell Inaugurates
Import Facility in Tabangao

L

ast June 30, Pilipinas Shell Petroleum
Corporation (PSPC) inaugurated the Shell
Import Facility in Tabangao (SHIFT). Switching
from manufacturing to full-import based operations, SHIFT aims to enhance their capacity to
meet fuel demands. The facility is said to cater to
the fuel needs of Southern Luzon and Northern
Visayas.

The opening of the world-class import
facility also comes with a need for world class
leadership.
During the inauguration, the management team
of SHIFT was formally named, recognizing the
people who will be vital to the success of the import facility. The SHIFT management team is led
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by none other than Pilipinas Shell President and
CEO, Cesar Romero.
During the inauguration, Romero gave an
inspiring speech that echoed the excellence of
Pilipinas Shell’s commitment and services: “The
transformation of our refinery into a world-class
import facility demonstrates Shell’s commitment
to provide sustainable energy to the Philippines
despite the challenging conditions posed by the
pandemic.”
The event was headed by Tabangao Refinery
Operations Manager Andrew Castueras wherein
he turned over the facility to the incoming Vice
President for Trading and Supply, Kit Bermudez.
Batangas City Mayor Hon. Beverley Rose Dimacuha and 2nd District of Batangas Congressman Hon. Marvey Marino also attended the esteemed event.
“Industries are gradually overcoming the
challenges brought on by the pandemic, and
positioning themselves not just for recovery, but
growth. We are here to support them at this critical time, just as we have for over 107 years of
operation in the Philippines. The Shell Import

Facility Tabangao manifests our commitment
to keep evolving our business so that we can
continue powering progress for the Filipino.”
said Romero.
With this momentous move, Shell solidifies the
message that they are here to stay. As SHIFT
begins to provide for the country’s needs, the
management team is hopeful that it can live up
to the Tabangao Refinery’s legacy and continue
to address the Philippines’ energy needs.

PSFI’s Social Programs Continue
With Communities in TALIM Batangas

E

very year, PSFI introduces a number of projects
that uplift Filipinos in different communities.
However, before anything takes place, memorandum of agreements are signed and made
known to significant stakeholders and partners.
Last May 7, 2021, PSFI TALIM Batangas launched
various social investment programs that are set
to be implemented this year. The team showed
a roster of impressive programs like Shell LiveWIRE, SKIL, and BiyaHero, just to name a few.
This virtual launch also recognized partners who
will work side-by-side with PSFI to ensure that
the programs run smoothly. Among the event’s
attendees were SIMCO, SIBBAP, BAFEMCO for
Shell LiveWIRE, TESDA’s Regional Training Center and Provincial Office for SKIL, Provincial PESO
and Batangas Federation for PESO Managers for
Joblink, DPWH, and Lyceum of the Philippines
University Batangas for the BiyaHero program.
Despite ever-present challenges and COVID-19
restrictions, PSFI looks forward to continuing to
serve Pinoy communities with the help of program partners.
Anna Estandarte, South Luzon Area Terminal
Manager summed it up with one bold statement:
“The challenges brought by the COVID pandemic that we are facing right now should not stop us
in pursuing the goals of the programs. With the
conversion of our terminal to a world class facil-

ity, we will continue to build a better community
for the years to come.“
On April 30, 2021, PSFI attended the Department of Education’s (DepEd) annual Recognition
of Stakeholders. DepEd conducts this event to
honor partners who support Tabangao Integrated School, Ambulong Elementary School, and
Malitam Elementary School.
PSFI was recognized for their continued support
to the schools through various programs that allow education to flourish despite this challenging
time.
Among PSFI’s programs for the schools were
‘Brigada Eskwela’, where they gave HSSE supplies to provide protection to students and teachers alike, as well as the Portable Media Library
(PML), which helps accommodate students with
blended learning.
Malitam Elementary School Principal Leoncia Espina awarded PSFI their certificate of recognition.
“On behalf of the students and teachers of Malitam Elementary School, we would like to recognize PSFI and Shell’s continuous support to our
school. We are very fortunate to have stakeholders like you who never fail to provide various
things for the students and teachers of Malitam
ES.” Espina says.

With the conversion of our terminal to a world
class facility, we will continue to build a better
community for the years to come.
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Shell PhilDev e-CAMP
inspires PSFI scholars

P

SFI has long been one of the country’s partners in championing education and mentorship for the youth. More than ever, the importance of helping the younger generation can be
observed, especially in helping them navigate
their way through uncertainty and fears of the
future by arming them with the right knowledge,
skills, and attitude to succeed.
Shell-PhilDev is doing just that with the virtual
Coaching and Mentoring Program or e-CAMP.

e-CAMP is the first in a series of
online mentoring and coaching activities organized by the Shell-PhilDev
team to help scholars prepare and
succeed for their future professions.
The event was held last February 20, 2021 via
Google hangout and invited PhilDev alum Leo
Marcelo Villaba to talk about “Delegating Responsibilities”. Villaba delivered a discussion on
the importance of delegating and the different

ways to assign responsibilities. He shared insights on how delegation also played a key role
in his years as a college student, while working,
and now as he pursues his master’s degree.
Following the discussion, Villaba was joined by
his Shell Mentor Paolo Barredo and PSFI Program Director Timothy James Laurel in answering questions from the students with regards to
the topic.
The session garnered positive responses from
participants of the event. A post-activity survey
was conducted where the students stated that
they found the topic relevant and applicable to
their current status whether they were university
students or fresh graduates who are about to, or
have recently joined the workforce.
Rest assured that PSFI will continue to help the
youth to find their footing in the workplace and
inspire them to be the leaders of the future, one
program at a time.

By creating and supporting opportunities for skills development and providing necessary resources for quality education, we increase the competence and abilities of individuals to help them attain a brighter future.
Shell PhilDev e-CAMP inspires PSFI scholars
Radio Based Instruction (RBI) Program Launches Successfully in Palawan
Shell Tabangao Ladies Circle Turns Over Scholarship Program
PSFI Continues Commitment to STEM Advocacy
High School Students Take NXplorers Workshop Online
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RBI installation in Abongan, Taytay
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Shell Tabangao Ladies Circle
Turns Over Scholarship Program

S
Radio Based Instruction (RBI) Program
Launches Successfully in Palawan

T

he Radio Based Instruction (RBI) Program
for distance learning is a project of PSFI that
aims to provide easier access to learning via radio stations for students in Palawan to supplement printed modules. Made in partnership with
the Department of Education (DepEd), Palawan
Chamber, Palawan Jayce, and the Provincial
Tourism Council, the program aims to reach students amidst barriers to learning imposed by the
COVID-19 pandemic.
The ceremonial turnover of RBI was held last
March 2021 at San Fernando Elementary School
in El Nido, and Pancol Elementary School in Taytay where over 2,000 students and 50 teachers
benefitted in the program.
Hon Rustom T. Vidal, SB members Chairman on
Committee on Education, expressed how this
project is necessary in advancing education in
El Nido, supporting current efforts: “May budget
kami sa LGU ngunit hindi enough dahil malawak
din ang nasasakupan ng sektor ng edukasyon sa
El Nido. This kind of project from Pilipinas Shell
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Foundation ay sobrang malaki ang naitutulong
dahil kung kami lang sa munisipyo ay ‘di sapat,
pero dahil mayroong katulad ninyo na katulong
namin ay napapagaan.”.

May budget kami sa LGU ngunit
hindi enough dahil malawak din ang
nasasakupan ng sektor ng edukasyon
sa El Nido. This kind of project from
Pilipinas Shell Foundation ay sobrang
malaki ang naitutulong.

The implementation of the program caught the
attention of some community members who
showed interest in sponsoring it for other farflung areas.
Beyond enhancing the communication skills of
students, RBI may also play a key part in the future
for disseminating information on COVID-19,
relevant news, and community announcements.

ince being established in 1960, Shell Tabangao Ladies Circle (STLC) had been a crucial
part of Tabangao’s legacy in providing care to
the neighborhood surrounding its operations.
Involving itself in charitable work within the barangays of Tabangao, Ambulong, Libjo, San
Isidro, and Malitam, the non-profit organization
extended its maternal compassion to the community through medical programs, livelihood assistance, and educational support. One of these
programs was the STLC scholarship.
The STLC scholarship supported students from
indigent families to help them finish their education. The scholarship covered basic and additional educational fees for students, and provided them with monthly allowances.

More than financial matters, the program also saw to it that the scholars
received mentorship and guidance
from members of the community.
As an impactful program that required compassion and dedication, STLC knew that entrusting
the scholarship program to PSFI will not be in
vain.

The event was done to officially inform the scholars of this change and to reassure them that the
program will continue to support their education.
Scholars and alumni of the program also paid
tribute and praise in honor of the STLC members
and leadership team for the care and support
that they have generously given to them up to
this point.
The management and implementation of the
scholarship will now be handled solely by PSFI.
Last August 2020, Shell announced that it will be
converting the Tabangao Refinery to an import
facility. The iconic refinery, which stood for nearly 60 years, gave jobs to thousands of citizens,
and helped neighborhoods in the community
with different projects like the STLC scholarship
program.
This turnover is an example of how close collaboration with various stakeholders ensures sustainability of programs The ceremony solidifies
the message that change might take place but
Shell is here to stay, to help the Filipinos and to
keep moving the Philippines forward.

On March 27, 2021, 47 scholars from the STLC
scholarship program were formally endorsed
during the turnover ceremony.
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PSFI Continues Commitment
to STEM Advocacy

High School Students Take NXplorers
Workshop Online

E

N

ven at a time when things seem to come to a
halt, STEM education persists and progresses everywhere in the world. The 2nd Integrated STEM Leadership Summit in Asia is proof of
that. The awaited event took place last January
21-22, 2021, with the theme “Reimagining Integrated STEM Education: Amplifying Agility and
Transformational Collaboration for a Post-Pandemic Asia”.
The two-day virtual summit brought together the
people of STEM from different sectors of Asia–
from academics to industry leaders. The event
consisted of a roster of distinguished speakers
from the STEM community, all who are champions and leaders in their own right.
Among the line-up was PSFI’s very own Executive
Director, Sebastian Quiniones, Jr.

He also tackled the importance of investing in
the STEM human capital, making an example of
PSFI’s activities like supporting students by providing internships and scholarships, employment
for graduates, and providing opportunities for
innovators through Shell LiveWIRE.
Quiniones was also featured in #STEMTALKS,
a podcast by STEM+PH about relevant topics in
the field of STEM. In the episode, he discussed
the future of STEM careers: what the jobs will be
like, and which skills students will need to keep
up with the advancements of the future.
PSFI’s dedication to promoting STEM education
continues, inspiring and empowering the youth
in the field to work towards a better future.

Xplorers are taught to solve real world nexus
problems with the help of innovative thinking
and STEM knowledge. With the rapidly evolving
COVID-19 situation preventing the educational
program to take place face-to-face, the solution
was very apparent to the NXplorers team—to
take the workshop online.
From April to August 2021, the NXplorers workshop was conducted to empower and equip high
school students with the tools and skills for the
jobs of tomorrow.
Participating schools each nominated 25 exemplary students from their own Grade 8-12 classes, as well as 3-5 teachers to participate in the

workshop. The program was conducted over a
span of 5 days, from Monday to Friday, at two
hours per day. 12 of the 14 high schools have
finished the workshop as of July 23, with over
270 students and 52 teachers having completed
the workshop.
The NXplorers workshop not only serves as a way
to help students sharpen their existing knowledge
on STEM, but also as PSFI’s way to spark greater
interest in STEM and the world around us.
Infinite possibilities await Filipino youth. With encouragement and the right knowledge, NXplorers students can one day be the future of STEM,
if not be a catalyst for a better tomorrow.

You may listen to the aforementioned podcast
episode on Spotify now.

Quiniones was part of the panel for “STEM Summit: Durable STEM Skills for the Future of Work”
alongside Adam Kwiatkowski (Festo Co. Ltd),
Engr. Limuel Z Razo (Unilab Corporation), Allan
P. Timonera (Fastech), and Artit Krichphiphat Jr.
(Chevron Thailand).
In his discussion, Quiniones covered how
digital technologies ensure mobility and progress during the pandemic and the new normal.

The NXplorers workshop not only serves as a way
to help students sharpen their existing knowledge
on STEM, but also as PSFI’s way to spark greater
interest in STEM and the world around us.
12 > MILESTONES

EDUCATION > 13

Project SINAG Lights Up Road
in San Isidro, Batangas

N

ighttime signaled a challenge to travelers
and locals alike along the Tabangao-Ilijan
National Highway in Batangas City. The lack of
street lights provided a serious threat to safety and security for everyone in the area. PSFI’s
Save, Invest and Nurture Access to Green Energy
and Technology (SINAG) project sought to address this issue.

tween the private sector and the government:
“Ang kaunlaran ng pamayanan ay nakasalalay
sa pagkakaisa at pagtutulungan ng gobyerno at
pribadong sektor. Ang kaganapang ating masasaksihan ngayon ay isang buhay na halimbawa at isang pagpapatunay na ang pamahalaan
at ang Pilipinas Shell Petroleum ay talaga pong
maganda ang ugnayan.”

Now, after months of preparation, construction,
and installation, what used to be a dark stretch
of road is now lit up at night by 16 solar powered
street lights. Thanks to Project SINAG, the almost
1km stretch of road is now safer for everyone.

Community volunteers underwent training last
December on the monitoring and maintenance
of the streetlights.

The ceremonial switch-on was held last January
29, 2021 at the San Isidro covered court, and
was attended by the Board of Directors from
SIVHA, Barangay Council of San Isidro, Batangas City PNP, DPWH, PIO, BPC, PSPC and PSFI.
The event was held at an open space and
COVID-19 measures and protocols were observed to ensure health and safety.
Brgy. Chairman Andres Malibiran graced the
switch on and spoke during the ceremony, highlighting the importance of the collaboration be-

Harnessing on the enabling power of energy, PSFI bridges individuals
and their families to better opportunities for progress through improved
livelihood, education, and health.
Project SINAG Lights Up Road in San Isidro, Batangas
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This is only one of several PSFI projects that aim
to help communities with the use of renewable
energy, making the future more sustainable for
everyone.

Ang kaunlaran ng pamayanan
ay nakasalalay sa pagkakaisa
at pagtutulungan ng gobyerno
at pribadong sektor.

ENERGY

Representatives from PSFI, DPWH, San Isidro, PNP and
PSPC gather to commence the ceremonial switch on
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1st Mangrove Tree Planting
Activity in Bonbon, CDO

H

elping each other in preserving the environment is an initiative everyone feels compelled
to join in on. After all, the spirit of bayanihan is
something each Filipino carries on. It should not
come as a surprise then that partners and volunteers alike showed up in support of the 1st mangrove tree planting activity in Barangay Bonbon
under PSFI’s Ridge to Reef program last March
30, 2021.
The activity kicked off with Jasmine Fabe, Program Officer of PSFI, giving the welcoming remarks to all attending participants as well as
safety instructions and reminders. Attendees
were also instructed on proper handling of seedlings, from safely taking them out of containers
to planting them on the ground.
Aside from helping the local ecosystem thrive,
Mangroves are known to be the first line of defense for coastal communities against harsh
winds, waves, and even floods.

750 Miyapi seedlings were planted by volunteers,
whereas another 1,250 seedlings were expected
to be planted the following days by members of
the Sari-Sari Fisherman Association.

The project aims to plant and grow
8,000 Miyapi seedlings for 2021.
Despite certain challenges that affected the project such as rising tides and the monsoon season,
it was off to a good start thanks to the help of the
volunteers.
Through volunteerism and environmental stewardship, Shell and its partners were able to contribute a small part in maintaining our ecosystem. May this partnership and effort continue to
make a greener and safer future.

PSFI builds a sustainable environment for future generations to come,
by promoting and performing best conservation practices in our
worksites and neighboring communities.
1st Mangrove Tree Planting Activity in Bonbon, CDO
Carbon Sink Program Turned Over to Local Community
Shell LiveWIRE EcoBricks Hub Launched Amidst Covid-19 Pandemic
Mangrove Conservation Project Launched in Tagbilaran
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Mangrove tree planting activity in Bonbon
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Carbon Sink Program Turned Over
to Local Community

T

he Carbon Sink Program is one of Shell’s
projects to neutralize their greenhouse gas
emissions. More than a reforestation program,
it was launched to promote growth and to nurture the plants in an 87-hectare land area in Mt.
Banahaw.
Home to around 89,000 indigenous forest tree
saplings and to native species like Narra, Tui,
Makaasim, and Tibuli, the vegetation were regularly taken care of and maintained by Kinabuhayan Eco Warriors, a locally organized group
who takes care of the trees planted.
The project, which was inaugurated last November 2016, is a partnership between Pilipinas Shell
Petroleum Corporation (PSPC) and Pilipinas Shell
Foundation, Inc. (PSFI), National Power Corporation - Makiling-Banahaw Watershed Area Management Team (NPC-MBWAT), with the support
and approval of the LGU of Dolores, Quezon.

After four years, the land was formally turned
over to NPC-MBWAT and LGU of Dolores Quezon last February 4, 2021. PSFI’s Program Officer Olivia Sorio thanked everyone involved in
the project for their support: “Mula po sa pamunuan ng PSFI and PSPC, lubos ang aming
pasasalamat sa NPC-MBWAT, LGU ng Dolores
Quezon, Kinabuhayan Eco-Warriors, Barangays Kinabuhayan, Sta Lucia at Pinagdanlayan
sa lubos na pag-suporta sa ikatatagumpay ng
proyektong ito.“

A project of this scale could not have
been easy, but the dedication from all
parties involved made sure that this
environmental action pushed through.
“Hindi naging madali na maisakatuparan ang
lahat. Ngunit dahil lubos ang inyong pagtanggap sa amin, tagumpay namin inihahabilin ang
lugar na ito sa inyo para ipagpatuloy ang pangangalaga sa mga punong naitanim.” Sorio
adds.
NPC-MBWAT Section Chief Mendel Garcia gladly
accepted the turnover of the project. “Ang project
na ito ay hindi lang nagtanim kundi inalagaan
ng tatlong taon - nagpunla, inalagaan, pinalaki.
At dahil ito ay inalaagan ninyo, kumbaga tulad
ng isang bata, ang apelyido nito ay hindi Calayag, hindi Mendel, hindi Javier, kundi Shell. Yan
ang apelyido ng proyektong Carbon Sink.”
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Shell LiveWIRE EcoBricks Hub Launched
Amidst Covid-19 Pandemic

L

rable building material that can then be used to
make community structures and houses.

With this project, MWPA will be able to reduce
plastic wastes by collecting and processing them
in an EcoBricks facility. The end-product is a du-

Despite many factors contributing to the postponement of the activity multiple times, the soft
launch of the Shell LiveWIRE EcoBricks facility finally pushed through on May 19, 2021. Community members showed excitement and pride
in this new project they now call their own. Even

ast year, local enterprises paved the way to
helping their communities with Shell LiveWIRE.
One finalist whose efforts are focused on building a sustainable future is the Macajalar Wharf
Porter’s Association (MWPA) – EcoBricks.
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Cagayan de Oro city mayor, Hon. Oscar S.
Moreno, showed utmost support by taking part
in the ceremonial proceedings. Through his virtual keynote speech, Mayor Moreno commended
PSFI for this project which will not only provide a
livelihood opportunity to the members of MWPA,
but also help Cagayan de Oro City address the
problem of waste disposal.
In the morning, the on-site ribbon cutting was
accomplished as well as a ceremonial turn-over
of the key to the EcoBricks delivery truck for supplies and finished products. The key was accepted by the Chairman of MWPA, Mr. Villaruel
Jumawid, Jr.

In the afternoon, the Shell LiveWIRE EcoBricks facility was launched to a mix of both physical and
virtual audiences. The launch was attended by a
few very important leaders from both PSPC and
PSFI, as well as a few community partners.

Mangrove Conservation Project
Launched in Tagbilaran

The launch of the EcoBrick hub is a great example of how some problems are interconnected,
where helping the environment could also mean
helping Filipinos’ safety and livelihood. Through
the collaboration of PSFI, MWPA, and Macabalan LGU, EcoBricks shall build hope, opportunities, and put together a wall of defense against
worsening environmental problems, one brick at
a time.

T

he Philippines celebrates the Month of the
Ocean every May to highlight the importance
of conserving the country’s coastal and marine
resources. In light of this significant event, PSFI
partnered up with the local government unit of
Tagbilaran City and Brgy. Taloto to implement
the Mangrove Conservation Project.
The Mangrove Conservation Project aims to mobilize partners and volunteers to plant the titular shrub at the Mangrove site on Oroc street,
Tagbilaran City. This activity seeks to strengthen
the city’s protection from coastal risks as well as
promote a better ecosystem for marine life, and
enrich the local eco-tourism.
The project took place on May 30, 2021. On
site, the event started with the official signing of
the MOAs between Shell, Tagbilaran City Environment and Natural Resource Office (CENRO),
and Brgy. Taloto LGU.
Shortly after, partners and volunteers alike took
to the coasts of the site to plant the propagules
in shallow waters. Thanks to the efforts of everyone who attended, the Mangrove Conservation
Project planted a total of 1,000 Mangroves in
just one day.
The Month of the Ocean not only inspired a project to help the local ecosystem, but also forged
a meaningful partnership between Shell, Brgy.
Taloto LGU, and the Tagbilaran CENRO.
“I hope this will not be the end, but the beginning
of our partnership for our Mother Earth.” said

Ceasar Pelaez, Tagbilaran City Environment and
Natural Resource Office designate.
Through this collaboration, PSFI was able to help
conserve the coastal and marine resources of
Tagbilaran. In a grander scale, this project contributed to saving the ocean at large and helped
to keep the local community safe from coastal
threats.
Rest assured that though the Mangrove Conservation Project has already been accomplished,
PSFI remains dedicated to helping the ocean in
any way they can—even when it is not the Month
of the Ocean.

I hope this will not be the end, but the beginning
of our partnership for our Mother Earth.
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PSFI TALIM Launches Major Advocacy
Video for Fire Prevention Month

E

very March, the country observes Fire Prevention Month to raise awareness on how you can
prepare yourself from a fiery disaster, and save
property and lives by preventing it.
To help educate the general public on various
fire safety and prevention tips, PSFI collaborated
with BFP, LGU Batangas City and CDRRMO and
released a video as part of the HANDA/Oplan
Ligtas na Pamayanan (OLP) program on fire prevention month.

We protect communities from threatening illnesses and other
adversities through health and safety education and proper
health care programs.

release. It was also promoted over the radio at
95.9 AL FM, and had been amplified via Pakalat
Streamline program.
CINSP Reynaldo Enoc, City Fire Marshal of BFP
Batangas City stressed the importance of the material in spreading necessary public information:
“Ang virtual launching na ito ay isa sa mga bahagi nitong programa.”

The 4 minute animated video featured relevant
information and safety reminders with regard to
house fires.

Disseminating information that could potentially
help save lives is a responsibility PSFI believes in.
“Lubos na makatutulong sa amin ang pakikilahok ng PSFI sa pagpapalaganap ng kaalaman
sa fire suppression.” Enoc adds.

A week-long campaign was conducted to amplify the launch of the video. Various traditional and
social media platforms supported the material’s

Stay vigilant and be cautious as fires can happen at any time of the year. Educate yourself by
watching the fire prevention video now.

HEALTH AND
SAFETY

PSFI TALIM Launches Major Advocacy Video for Fire Prevention Month
Safety Leadership Training Produces 28 MoreSafety Officers amidst Pandemic
PSFI and Red Cross Provide Handwashing Facilities to Partner Communities
PSFI Officially Launches PROTECTS Program
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Distribution of hand washing facility
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Safety Leadership Training Produces
28 More Safety Officers amidst Pandemic

H

ealth and safety is of utmost importance in
every workplace. RA 11058, an act strengthening compliance with occupational safety and
health, states that workers should have full protection against all hazards in their environment.
In compliance with the law and PSFI’s health,
safety, security, and environmental policy which
requires 1 safety officer per site, 10 PSFI SKIL

scholars and 18 PSFI staff underwent
the Safety Leadership Training online
last January 25-26, 2021.
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The topics discussed during the training were all
prescribed by DOLE. The session was conducted by the FDR Fire Safety System, Inc. who had
been conducting trainings with PSFI since 2014,
and has acquired a permit from DOLE to perform online training.
The 28 individuals who attended the training for
1 ½ days all passed their exams and were regarded as safety officers during the commencement exercise on the last day of their training.

PSFI and Red Cross Provide Handwashing
Facilities to Partner Communities

H

andwashing is one of the quickest and most
important ways to avoid getting sick and
spreading germs to others. As easy as it may
sound, handwashing is not practiced

everywhere due to the fact that many
communities still have limited to no
access to water.

Together with Red Cross, PSFI provided a handwashing facility in identified key areas in the
province of Palawan, specifically in Puerto Princesa City. The goal is to encourage handwashing
in these communities, supporting the efforts of
the local government unit and other partners in
managing the local COVID-19 situation.
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28 facilities were made for the project located in
the following areas:
• 8 Facilities in El Nido namely: Community Hospital, Rural Health Unit, Public Market, El
Nido Port, Dipnay, San Fernando Port.
• 7 Facilities in Taytay namely: Municipal Hall of Taytay, Cathedral, Taytay Parish
Church, Taytay Senior High School, Northern
Palawan Provincial Hospital, MDRRM office, Taytay Public Market.
• 13 Facilities in PPC: Sta Lourdes Health
Center, Sta Lourdes Elementary School, San Jose
Elementary School, San Jose Public Market, Ospital ng Palawan, Sabang Wharf, Inagawan Sub
Colony, San Rafael High School, Tagburos Elementary School, Palawan State University.

Before the establishment of handwashing facilities, the local community relied on the use of
alcohol for hand sanitation, running it low as a
resource. Dra. Mary Ann Navarro, Head of Community Hospital in El Nido, thanked PSFI and
Red Cross for this facility: ”Maraming Salamat at
nabigyan niyo kami, dahil as of now wala po kaming handwashing facility dito sa OPD, paubos
na rin ang mga alcohol namin.”
Soap, water, and some time rubbing one’s hands
together is a very easy yet effective way to prevent
the spread of diseases. The handwashing facility
invites the local communities to take a step forward to a safer and healthier future, starting with
basic hand hygiene.

PSFI Officially Launches
PROTECTS Program
The PSFI PROTECTS or Philippines Response in
Optimizing Testing, Empowered Communities,
Treatment and Sustainability, is a program that
bore from the Global Fund’s HIV Grant that was
granted to PSFI as Principal Recipient, which officially commenced in January this year.
Under PROTECTS, PSFI has been able to further
show their support to persons living with HIV
(PLHIV) community through a variety of projects
that aim to help not only those living with the
disease, but also their families.
One activity is the Philippine International AIDS
Candlelight Memorial (PIACM), which is an annual event that advocates for HIV awareness that
took place last May 16, 2021. PSFI was a partner
for the annual event headed by the Project Red
Ribbon, to raise awareness about HIV and AIDS.
PIACM aims to remember the lives lost to complications with AIDS and to honor those who are

dedicated to fighting the virus, especially during
the pandemic.
Alongside the PIACM, PSFI and the Department
of Health (DOH) commemorated the week-long
event with educational efforts. This included encouraging the public to get tested and urging
PLHIV to avail free treatment, care, and support
services.
Another is the currently ongoing PLHIV Psychosocial Support Sessions (PPSS). This program aims
to improve the quality of lives of PLHIV, promoting positive social functioning and wellbeing of
individuals and their families.
PPSS strongly emphasizes PLHIV compliance and
adherence with treatments, and seeks to strengthen support from their family and/or partner(s),
identify a local support group to boost morale,
and discuss topics relevant to PLHIV concerns like
nutrition, treatment, and mental health.
PROTECTS also recognized local youth-led organizations as their activities and messages can be
more well received among younger generations.
This program aims to support the Philippine
Government and all health partners towards
achieving its goal by 2022 in reversing the trend
of the HIV epidemic by reducing the estimated
annual new infections to less than 7,000 cases.
PSFI PROTECTS envisions a Philippines with Zero
new infections, zero discrimination, and zero
AIDS-related deaths.

This program aims to support the Philippine
Government and all health partners towards
achieving its goal by 2022 in reversing the trend
of the HIV epidemic.
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Project Coconut Trains Farmers
to Use Mykovam

E

very year, more information, technology, and
techniques come out that can help farmers
deal with their crops more efficiently. PSFI aims
to make these advancements more accessible to
our farmers.
An example of this is Mykovam, a fungi-based
bio-fertilizer developed by UPLB-BIOTECH that
can help increase productivity in coconuts.
On February 18, 2021, both accredited and certified organic farmers at Padre Burgos, Quezon
were provided a seminar on the application of
Mykovam to hasten their coconuts’ productivity,
both in yield and sustainability.
The seminar included technology training for
Mykovam as well as an application demonstration. Each participant received certificates and

their own Mykovam at the end of the session. A
total of 619 kg of fertilizer were distributed.
Farmers have expressed positive sentiments towards Mykovam application. Tomas Aguiba, a
certified organic farmer, has stated an increase
on his yield. Another certified organic farmer,
Leonardo Glee, also noted a positive reaction
on his crops “Napakaganda talaga ng epekto
ng Mykovam sa aking niyugan,” he says “biruin
mo, nakakapaghukas ako kinsenas sa aking niyugan, saka dumami ang buwig ng aking mga
niyog’.
With the right knowledge and equipment, Filipino farmers will be able reap the fruits of their
labor more sustainably and efficiently. May each
harvest provide plentiful amounts of coconuts
and even more hope for the future.

PSFI helps enable Filipinos to become self-sufficient by working closely
with various sectors in helping them realize their goals and capacities.
SIBBAP-MPC Makes it to Shell LiveWIRE’s Top Ten Innovator
Project Coconut Trains Farmers to Use Mykovam
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Technology training on Mykovam application
and its benefit on coconut trees

LIVELIHOOD > 29

SIBBAP-MPC Makes it to Shell LiveWIRE’s
Top Ten Innovators

I

nnovation can come from any part of the country and could start with just a spark, collaboration, and sheets of cloth. SIBBAP MPC, a cooperative in Batangas that champions empowering
women, has successfully made it to the Top Ten
Innovators of the Shell LiveWIRE program.
Their Garments Production Center was a runner-up under the Local Prosperity Category,
granting them a cash prize of USD10,000.
Cordia Macaraig, Chairman-BOD of SIBBAP
MPC, expressed her gratitude to PSFI “Lubos ang
aming pasasalamat sa Shell at PSFI sa patuloy
na pagsuporta sa aming Garments Production
Centre.”
Local business definitely took a hit due to the
pandemic, but with donated sewing machines,
SIBBAP members continued their garments production in their own households.
“Hindi lang kami kundi lalo’t higit ang mga miyembro naming mananahi ang inyong natutu-
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lungan para magkaroon ng pagkakakitaan
kahit nasa mga tahanan lalo ngayong nasa
GCQ ang ating lugar at limitado lang ang mga
trabaho o pagkakakitaan na pwede sa kanila.”
Macaraig adds.

“Lubos ang aming pasasalamat
sa Shell at PSFI sa patuloy na
pagsuporta sa aming Garments
Production Centre

SIBBAP is among the different enterprises supported by PSFI through the said livelihood program. This win has opened even more doors for
them to explore, from business opportunities to
expanding their product development. May this
win serve as an inspiration to all innovators and
businesses in the country to step forward and
bring their visions of a better future to reality.

Recognizing that nutrition plays a fundamental role not just in a child’s
development but also in the nation’s economic growth, PSFI works to
improve food and nutrition security in the Philippines.
TESDA and PSFI Strengthens Their Longstanding Partnership
GMA 7 ‘Agripreneur’ features Shell Training Farms in Pilillia

Training on rabbit production

NUTRITION
AND FOOD
SECURITY
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GMA 7 ‘Agripreneur’ features
Shell Training Farms in Pilillia

A

cross the country, Shell Training Farms (STF)
have been helping our local farmers learn
sustainable techniques and grow crops to contribute to food security.

TESDA and PSFI Strengthens Their
Longstanding Partnership

P

ilipinas Shell Foundation, Inc. (PSFI) and Technical Education and Skills Development Authority (TESDA) are both committed to promoting quality education for all Filipinos. Last March
26, 2021, PSFI and TESDA officially signed the
memorandum of agreement for their latest project “TESDA-PSFI Partnership on Industry-based
Learning and Skills Development”.
The agreement was about the implementation of
the Supervised Industry Learning (SIL) and Program on Accelerating Farm School Establishment (PAFSE). This project aims to help students
and workers to develop necessary skills and find
job opportunities related to their training.
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However, this was not the first time the two have
teamed up to implement a skill-based program.
In 1984, PSFI and TESDA (at the time known
as National Manpower and Youth Council)
launched the Sanayan sa Kakayahang Industriyal (SKIL) program in response to the widespread
unemployment problem amongst the youth.

Recently, STF Pilillia was featured on GMA 7’s
show Agripreneur. Hosted by Jiggy Manicad, the
show promotes agri-businesses and the latest innovations in farming for Filipinos. Agripreneur’s
episode last March 28, 2021 showed the training farm in Rizal and featured a few facilities and
techniques observed in the STF.
The presentation of the farm was supported with
an interview of PSFI’s very own Pam Castro, Program Manager for Agriculture and Food Security.
Castro explained some of the sustainable practices and techniques observed in the STF.

As the country goes through the pandemic, Castro stated the importance of working together:
“The long term goal of Pilipinas Shell Foundation
is to contribute to nation building. We would like
to adhere to our slogan, “sama samang pagtulong, sabay-sabay na pagsulong.”
Furthermore, she invited the viewers to be part
of the conversation in support of the agricultural
sector: ”Iniimbithana namin ang lahat na makiisa saamin para tuluyan nating maiangat ang
agrikultura sa bansa”
Agripreneur served as an efficient platform for
PSFI to bring one of their advocacies to the general public’s attention. On or off cameras, STF continues to strive further, helping our local farmers
to progress through agricultural advancements.

Together, PSFI and TESDA continue to prove
their commitment to realizing decent work and
economic growth. Hopefully, their efforts continue to help more Filipinos and in the future make
quality education accessible to all.

NUTRITION AND FOOD SECURITY > 33

MOVING THE #FILIPINOFORWARD
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